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Lineworkers are Wired for Service

By Tony Tucker, President & CEO

In the quiet hours before dawn breaks, while many of us are still nestled in our beds, lineworkers begin
their day, often clad in flame-resistant clothing, safety goggles, rubber gloves and thick, heavy boots.

They are the individuals who epitomize dedication to service in its purest form. As we celebrate
Lineworker Appreciation Day on April 14, this is an important moment to reflect on the essential role they
play in our daily lives.

Amid towering utility poles and power lines, lineworkers exhibit a strength that goes far beyond
the physical. Whether battling inclement weather, troubleshooting technical problems or navigating
treacherous heights, lineworkers demonstrate resilience and a quiet determination to keep our lights on,
our homes comfortable, and our communities connected.

Mitchell EMC crews travel across our 14-county service territory, building, maintaining and repairing
parts of our local system. Their extraordinary skills ensure our homes remain connected to the grid,
businesses stay operational,
ks and emergency services

remain accessible—a lifeline
that connects us all.
In moments of crisis,
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lineworkers emerge as beacons
of hope. Their swift response

We thank electrical

lineworkers for their ) 1 restores normalcy, offering
commitnent Lo : reassurance in times of
powering our local \ ¢ . .
communities. ‘ A : uncertainty. Whether repairing

storm-ravaged power lines or
ensuring continuity during
emergencies, their unwavering
commitment illuminates life
when we need it most.

Mitchell EMC lineworkers
also answer the call beyond the boundaries of home. Our crews travel to fellow co-ops, near or far, when
widespread outages occur and additional support is needed. Cooperation among cooperatives is one of our
seven guiding principles, and no one embodies this core commitment better than lineworkers.

This month, as we celebrate the remarkable men and women who ensure reliable power, let’s recognize
their unwavering dedication to the local communities they serve.

The next time you flip a switch, please take a moment to remember those who make it possible—
lineworkers, who are wired for service and dedicated to illuminating life.
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A Community Partner Since 1937

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
TIP OF THE MONTH

Turn your suds into savings. Lower your energy use in the laundry room by
washing clothes with cold water whenever possible, as heating water
accounts for most of the energy used in a laundry cycle. Wash full loads to
make the most of energy savings, and use high-efficiency detergent
designed for cold washes. For drying cycles, clean the lint filter before
each load to improve airflow and use drying balls to reduce drying time.

THE IMPORTANCE OF
RELIABILITY

£
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America is at an energy crossroads. Critical generation resources are being retired
faster than they can be reliably replaced. At the same time, electricity demand is
surging as data centers and new manufacturing plants come online. Smart energy
policies that keep the lights on are more important than ever.

A pro-energy future for America hinges on three things: addressing skyrocketing
demand, removing regulatory burdens and promoting the long-term well-being
of rural communities.

That’s why America’s electric co-ops are fighting for smart energy policies that
prioritize reliability and affordability for all.
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SPRING EFFICIENCY
WORD SEARCH

Did you know there are several ways to
save energy during spring months?
Read the energy-saving tips below to
learn more, then find the bolded words
in the puzzle below.
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Use LED lights around your home. LEDs use 75% less energy than
traditional incandescent light bulbs.

Plant shade trees around your home to block unwanted heat from the sun.

Unplug devices and electronics that consume energy when they’re not in
use, like phone chargers.

Seal air leaks around exterior doors and windows to save energy and keep
your home comfortable.

Ceiling fans cool people, not rooms. To save energy, turn them off when
you leave the room.
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Planning a digging project in your yard or
on your property? If you dig without
knowing what is located below, you could
damage an underground line.
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Not only could you become seriously
injured, but you will be responsible for the
cost of repairs. To avoid hassles and fines,
call 811, the Call Before You Dig number, at
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least two business days prior to breaking ground.

(811 locators do not mark privately owned /|
underground lines or pipes, such as service to F
outbuildings, sprinkler systems or invisible fences.)

An uneventful digging project is the best kind

lectricity.orge

to have.

Plan Ahead to Call Before You Dig

Digging without locating underground utilities
could leave neighborhoods in the dark, cause
thousands of dollars in damages, or cause severe
electrical shock. This is true regardless of how much
area your project will cover or whether you consider
the job to be large or small. To help stay safe, make
use of the national underground utility locating
service for free by calling 8-1-1.

The 8-1-1 “Call Before You Dig” number will
route you to your local utility locating service. Make
sure to tell the operator where and when you plan to
dig and what type of work you will be doing. From
there, it takes a few business days for a professional
to come mark your public utilities with flags or spray
paint.

There are different colors of paint and flags that
mark the underground utilities, and each color is
universal to what utility is buried.

Red - Electric

Orange - Communications, Telephone/CATV
Blue - Potable Water

Green - Sewer/Drainage

— Gas/Petroleum Pipe Line
Purple - Reclaimed Water
— Premark site of intended excavation

Even if you previously had utilities located by
calling 8-1-1, it is best to call before every digging
project. Underground utilities can shift, and it is
important to be certain of where they are before ever
putting a shovel in the ground.

It is important to understand that 8-1-1 locators
do not locate privately installed facilities. If you have
any private utilities, you will need to hire a private
utility locator. Examples of private utilities include
underground sprinkler system, invisible fences, data
communication systems, private water systems, or
gas piping to a garage.

Once all of your underground utilities have been
located, it is time to start digging but be sure to wear
all of the proper protective gear before putting the
shovel into the earth.

For more information about 8-1-1 and digging
safety, visit Call811.com and SafeElectricity.org.

Note: If you move or no longer have electric service with Mitchell EMC, it is important that members keep their

address current, so that future disbursements can be properly mailed. Capital credits are reserved for members even
if they move out of the Mitchell EMC service area. Mitchell EMC will make a diligent effort to send a check by mail.

Statement of Equal Employment Opportunity

All applications for employment shall be considered and hired on the basis of merit, without regard to race, color, religion, sex (including pregnancy), age,
national origin, disability, genetic information, or past or present military status. The employment practices shall ensure equal treatment of all employees,
without discrimination as to promotion, discharge, rates of pay, fringe benefits, job training, classification, referral, and other aspects of employment, on the
basis of race, color, religion, sex (including pregnancy), national origin, disability, age, genetic information, or past or present military status. ~ M/F/V/DV/D
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Picture Credit: fromvalerieskitchen.com

Crustless Ham or Bacon Quiche

Ingredients

Y2 small can of mushrooms, drained

2 tablespoons of butter or margarine,
melted

4 eggs

1 cup sour cream (80z)

1 cup cottage cheese (80z)

Y4 Cup self-rising flour

1 tablespoon onion, finely chopped
6-8 drops of hot sauce

8 ounces monterey jack cheese

Y cup cooked, chopped ham or bacon
Directions

Combine all ingredients in a bowl and
mix well. Cook in an 8"x10" glass dish
or pan on 350 degrees for 45 minutes or
until lightly browned and let set.

Submitted By:
BJ Lamb
Worth County

Shaze £ in!

Send us your favorite quick and easy dinner
recipes. If your recipe is chosen for print,
you can win a

$25 credit

on your next Mitchell EMC bill.

Send recipes to: Heather Greene, P.O. Box 409, Camilla,
GA 31730 or email to heather.greene@mitchellemc.com.



